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Introduction  

 

"Zoo" is a short form of òzoological park." Zoos contain a wide variety of animals 

native to all parts of the Earth, where native and exotic animals live in captivity 

and are displayed to visitors. Zoos are important centres for ex -situ 

conservation of wild fauna, spreading awareness towards wildlif e conservation, 

and building up compassion towards nature and animals among people.  

History  of Zoological parks  

People have kept wild animals for thousands of years; first, the wealthy created 

zoos as private collections to show their power. These private  collections were 

called menageries in the western hemisphere.  Wall carvings discovered in Egypt 

and Mesopotamia are evidence that rulers and aristocrats created menageries 

as early as 2500 BCE. Zoos existed in civilizations, including China, Greece, 

and R ome. In what is today Mexico, the Aztec emperor Montezuma II 

maintained one of the earliest animal collections in the Western Hemisphere.  

The model of the modern public zoo became popular in the 18th century; the 

first modern zoo, built -in in 1793, was in Paris, France. During this time, 

scientists started to study animals for scientific research on animal behaviour 

and anatomy. The modern Zoological parks are important centres for education 

and research that house a wide variety of nati ve and exotic wild a nimals.  

From 1951 to 1990, Indian zoos did not have any centrally controlled authority, 

norms, and policies. However, the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) was established 

in 1992. In 1998 National Zoo Policies were formed. In 1992 when CZA was 

constituted and s tarted evaluating Indian Zoos, the zoos were classified as 

Large, Medium, Small, and Mini Zoos. This Newsletter is a detailed discussion 

of Zoological parks in Gujarat.  
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Study Area  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 .   A map of the study area, Gujarat . 

Gujarat is the western  most state having the longest coastline in India. The 

total geographical area of the state is 1,96,024  km 2. The state is located 

between 20°06 õ N to 24°4 2õ N Latitude and  68Á10õ E to 74°2 8õ E longitude.  

Historical  and Recent data of Zoological p arks of Gujarat was obtained from 

the  CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY  online portal  (CZA- https://cza.nic.in/ ). The 

data of animal species and total animals were collected and analysed  based on 

the information of recently published annual inventories  of t he respective 

Zoological parks of  Gujarat.  
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Status of Zoological Parks of Gujarat  

The Zoological parks are classified into three categories, Large Zoo, Medium 

Zoo, and Mini Zoo by Central Zoo Authority  (CZA) in Gujarat.  

 

 

Table 1 .  CZA recognised Zoological Parks  of Gujarat . 

  

No Zoological Parks  Location  
Year  

of 
Establishment  

Category  

1 Sakkarbaug Zoo  Junagadh  1863  Large Zoo  

2 Sayaji b aug Zoo  Vadodara  1879  
Medium 

Zoo 

3 
Kamla Nehru Zoological 

Garden  
Ahmedabad  1951  Large Zoo  

4 Indroda Nature Park  Gandhinagar  1978  
Medium 

Zoo 

5 
Sunda rvan Nature Discovery 

Centre  
Ahmedabad  1978  Mini Zoo  

6 
Rajkot Municipal 
Corporation Zoo  

Rajkot  1987  
Medium 

Zoo 

7 
Dr. Shyamaprasad 

Mukharjee Zoological Garden  
Surat  2003  

Medium 

Zoo 

8 
Ambardi  Wildlife 

Interpretation zone (Ambardi  
Safari Park)  

Amreli  2017  Mini Zoo  

9 
Greens Zoological, Rescue 
and Rehabilitation Centre  

Jamnagar  2019  Mini Zoo  

10  Sardar Patel Zoological Park  Kevadiya  2019  Mini Zoo  
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Sakkarbaug Zoo  

Sakkarbaug  zoo, one of India's oldest and largest zoos, was established by the 

erstwhile Nawab of Junagadh, H.H. Mahobatkhanji Babi -II, in 1863.  

Sakkarbaug zoo is situated in the foothills of Mount Girnar and on the outskirts 

of Junagadh city, to be set up expressly  to interact with a wildlife sanctuary. It 

is a widespread belief that the name 'Sakkarbaug' originated from a garden 

with sweet water well. ('Sakkar' means sugar, and 'baug' means  garden).  The 

Sakkarbaug zoo has maintained the purity of its stock of Asiat ic lions and thus 

is recognized worldwide. Sharing the fruits of success and achieving a healthy 

captive population of this species world over, this zoo has supplied over 180 

Asiatic Lions in the last 50 years to the different zoological collections of Ind ia 

and abroad.  The zoo has rendered health, medical, and rescue services to the 

last surviving wild population of Asiatic Lion of the Gir Sanctuary and National 

Park from its inception. The total area of the existing zoo is 84 hectares, 

accommodating 57 sp ecies of birds, 42 species of mammals, and 18 species of 

reptiles. Thus a total of 117 species of wild animals are housed in different 

enclosures. Thirty -five fish species are displayed in aquariums situated within 

the zoo.  

 

  

 

Sayajibaug Zoo  

Sri Sayajibaug z oo, Vadodara,  popularly known as the Baroda z oo, was 

established in 1875; by H.H. Shrimant Maharaja Sayajirao Gaekwad III, on the 

bank of river Vishwamitri River; situated in the heart of  Vadodara city, Sri 

Sayajibaug z oo is one of the city's m ajor tourist attractions and is also a prime 
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recreation destination for the citizens of Vadodara. P ost -Independence, in 

1948, the z oo and the Garden were handed over to Vadodara Municipal 

Corporation.  The total area of the existing z oo is 15 hectares, acco mmodating 

species of 51 birds, 6 mammals, and 2 reptiles. Thus a total of 59 species of 

wild animals are housed in different enclosures.  Sri Sayajibaug z oo is an 

evolving  medium  centre  for Nature education. Many Education al Institutes are 

visiting the zoo,  and the z oo Officials cater to their students for various  subjects 

in z oo and Nature Education.  

 

  

 

Kamla Nehru Zoological Garden  

Kamla  Nehru Zoological Garden was established under the guidance of the 

Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation and Padma Shri Rueben David in 1951; it 

is situated on the outer periphery of Kankaria Lake. In 1 970, Due to 

implementing a new z oo concept, Kankaria Lake's surroundings, including 

gardens, were merged under the z oo department for its development, and 

Ahmedabad z oo achieved the large zoo category certification with a total area 

of 117 acres.  

The zoo accommodates 47 species of birds, 35 species of mammals, and 18 

species of reptiles. Thus a total of 100 species of wild animals can be observed 

in the park enclosures. The Kamala Nehru Zoological Park acts as an urban 

oasis because its location is dedicatedly working for natural habitat 

experiences, sensitizing the  widespread generating respect for the animals, 

their environment, and their characteristic behaviour . 
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Indroda Nature Park  

From the mid -1970s , the Gujarat Forest Department initiated plantati on works 

in degraded Sabarmati river b anks as ravine reclamation works because 

afforestation has attained the shape of a dense forest that provides a suitable 

habitat for many birds and trees, shrubs, herbs, reptiles, and mammals. The 

Central Zoo Authority  (CZA) recognized the  Indroda Nature Park  zoo as a 

medium z oo on 20 February  1997.  The park aims to impart nature education 

to spread awareness about environmental conservation, providing 

opportunities of experiencing wilderness and protect the rare and endangered 

speci es of animals and birds. The z oo accomm odates 22 species of birds, 9 

species of mammals, and 11 species of reptiles. Thus a total of 42 species of 

wild animals can be observed in the park enclosures.  The Indroda Nature Park 

(INP) Zoo, following the National Zoo Policy, 1998, actively contribute s to 

compl ementing and strengthening the n ational efforts to educate visitors to 

conserve wild fauna and providing opportunities for scientific studies and 

valuable research for the conservation of wild animals in captivity.  



8 
 

  

 

 

Sunda rvan  Nature Discovery Centre  

The area of Sundarvan was a small mango orcha rd before the year 1978.  Major 

area  was classified under barren land. Followed by tree plantation activity 

using d ifferent tree species, The Sunda rvan Nature Discovery Centre has 

become a dense green patch with over 50 tree species today.   

The Zoo accommodates 4 species of birds, 2 species of mammals, and 13 

species of reptiles. Thus a total of 19 species of wild animals can be observed 

in the park enclosures. Since its inception in 1978 , Sundarvan Nature 

Discovery Centre has carried out reptile awareness programs. Regular reptile 

awareness and rescue programs conducted in Sundarvan have sensitized the 

city's m asses on the importance of the  animals and their ecological role. These 

awarene ss programs have directly led to a considerable reduction in the killing 

of snakes by people and vice versa, hence emphasizing this facility's 

conservation and wildlife educational role. Apart from the above programs, the 

Zoo regularly carries out many act ivities and workshops on lesser -known 

species such as bats, odonates, amphibians, and birds.   
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Rajkot Municipal Corporation Zoo  

The old mini Aji  Dam zoo was set up in February 1992. Later as per the 

recommendation of the CZA, a modern Rajkot Zoological Park, opened for the 

public on 14 August 2010. The park, also known as Pradyumn Park, located 

just on the city's outskirts, is a hilly area of land  surrounded by two big lakes, 

viz., Lalpari Lake and Randarda Lake. The park spr eads over 55.37 hectares 

area,  a home for more than 100 free -ranging species of birds, 6 species of 

mammals, and 12 species of reptiles within the zoo premise s. The z oo 

accommo dates 24 species of birds, 23 species of mammals, and 7 species of 

reptiles. Thus a total of 54 species of wild animals can be observed in the park 

enclosures.  

Rajkot Municipal Corporation Zoo is dedicated to strengthening the n ational 

efforts to conserve  the rich biodiversity of the country, particularly the local 

wild fauna, by supporting the conservation of endangered species through 

coordinated breeding under ex -situ conditions.   
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Dr. Shyamapras ad Mukharjee Zoological Garden  

The Central Zoo Authority recognized Dr. Shyamaprasad Mukherjee Zoological 

Garden as a medium zoo on 26 April 2003. The zoo is located at Sarthana; 

Surat spreads over 81 acres of land with natural vegetation, water bodies, and 

enchanting landscape that pro vides the zoo inhabitants an appropriate 

ambiance to live in harmony with nature.  The natural forest areas of Sarthana 

zoo provide a home to a rich assemblage of free -living wild animals, including 

19 species of mammals, 06 species of reptiles, 21 species of birds, 29 species 

of butterflies.   

The zoo accommodates 22 species of birds, 19 species of mammals, and 6 

species of reptiles. Thus a total of 47 species of wild animals can be observed 

in the park enclosures. More than 250 species of plants have been d ocumented 

in the Sarthana zoo premises.  Dr. Shyamaprasad Mukharjee Zoological Garden 

is the  first zoological park in the Southern region of the Gujarat State; it has 

progressively emerged as an eminent and vibrant centre for biodiversity 

conservat ion and e nvironmental education  

 

  

 

Ambardi Wildlife Interpretation zone (Ambardi Safari Park)  

In the last three decades, the lion population has increased, resulting in 

increased lion density within Gir , and lions have constantly dispersed and 

established themselves outside the protected areas. To establish the state -of-

the -art Wildlife Interpretation Zone (Lion Safari Park) for augmenting lion 

conservation efforts and raise awareness among the masses to  connect them 

towards the cause of Gir lions, Ambardi Wildlife Interpretation Zone, Dhari at 
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Ambardi Reserved Forest, was proposed during 2006. Furthermore, CZA on 19 

May 2017 Ambardi Wildlife Interpretation Zone ( Ambardi Safari Park), Dhari, 

Amreli Distri ct  was recognized as  Mini Zoo  under section 38H ( 1) of the WPA, 

1972. The total area of the park is 362.51 Ha.  At present, there are six lions 

brought from Sakkarbaug Zoo, of which there are one male and five females. 

Ambardi Wildlife Interpretation zone ( Ambardi Safari Park) is developing 

multiple facilities to actively contribute to strengthening the efforts towards lion 

conservation in the wild through bringing awareness among people; enhancing 

livelihood opportunities for communities around the Dhari ar ea and aims to 

lessen the tourist burden on Gir Wildlife Sanctuary and Devaliya Safari Park 

at Sasan Gir.  

  

 

 

Sardar Patel Zoological Park , Kevadia  

A state -of-art zoological park with a unique collection of indigenous and exotic 

animals and birds from the various biogeographic regions of the world is located 

at the picturesque hills near the tallest statue of the world, "The Statue of Unity" 

and "The Sardar Sarovar Dam" at Ekta Nagar, Narmada district of Gujarat. 

Sardar Patel Zoo logical Park was  recognized as Mini Zoo by CZA in the initial 

developmental phase of the park in 2019.  The zoo provides an adventurous and 

exciting trip of wildlife  watching  and entertaining experiences of a lifetime  to 

the visitors . The Jungle Safari covers 375 acres at seven different le vels ranging 

from an  elevation of 29 meters to 180 meters, on the bank o f the Narmada 

River; The Park will provide home to more than 186 speci es of organisms, 

covering various biomes of Africa, Australia, Asia, and America. That the 
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visitors can see animals in an open environment, and the for est at the Jungle  

Safari.  

One of the key features is the walk -through aviary, harbouring the finest of 

indigenous and exotic birds. These aviaries are constructed as the largest 

geodesic domes in India; other attractions for visitors are  Birding Trail and 

Waterfall Trail,  Wild Feas t and Jungle café for delicious food and beverages, 

and a souvenir shop. Sardar Patel Zoological Park promotes, supports, assists, 

mobilizes, and manages resources for ex -situ and in -situ conservation of 

wildlife in general along with education , research, and awareness  and 

entertainment . 

  

 

Greens Zoological, Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre  

Greens Zoological, Rescue, and Rehabilitation Centre was established in 2019 

at Jamnagar district, Gujarat, as a recognized mini zoo by Central Zoo 

Authority.  

The master layout plans submitted by the Greens Zoological Rescue and the 

Rehabilitation Kingdom was approved during the 91st meeting of the expert 

group on zoo designing of Central Zoo authority held on 24 January 2020. The 

animals proposed to be housed a t GZRRK are Lion, tigers, Leopards, Small 

cats, Wolf/Hyena, Sloth bears, Herbivores, Primates, Birds, Snakes, 

Crocodiles, and other native and exotic animals Species.  

 

 


