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Gujarat's Forests cover rises by 11%

In This Issue

(TNN | Apr 7, 2015, 06.30 AM IST)

AHMEDABAD: The forest area of Gujarat has increased to 21,674
sq km which is 11% of the State's geographical area.
However, the 2013 report of the Forest Survey of India says that
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Gujarat has 14,653 sq km tree cover and 8,358 sq km total forest
area.
Gujarat has achieved success through people's participation
under the Social Forestry Programme in enhancing tree cover
outside the notified forest lands by 20% during 2003-2013.
Gujarat stands second in the country for its largest tree cover
(trees outside forest areas) also.
About 8.9% of State's geographical area has been dedicated to
the conservation of wildlife through four National Parks, 23
sanctuaries and one Conservation Reserve, which is nearly
double the corresponding national average.
Gujarat is the only State which has shown continuous increases in
its mangrove cover, which stands at 1,103 sq km, making it next
only to West Bengal.
Project to restore habitat for sloth bears in Jessore
sanctuary
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DNA – Online newspaper – May 25, 2015
(Source:http://www.dnaindia.com/ahmedabad/report-project-to-restore-habitat-for-sloth-bears-in-jessoresanctuary-2088956)
The project aims at planting good amount to trees in the sanctuaries and removing unwanted plant
species that have intruded in the habitat.
Gujarat government has taken up a project to provide better habitat to sloth bears by restoring the
ecology of Jessore wildlife sanctuary, where more trees will be planted and unwanted vegetation
removed.

1

As per the last census in 2011, nearly 293 sloth bears were found in the state forests. There is
an intense need to create good food habitat for the sloth bears, which mainly eat honey and
termites, which can be provided by new plantation, a senior state government official said. The
project aims at planting good amount to trees in the sanctuaries and removing unwanted plant
species that have intruded in the habitat.

There has been encroachment of unwanted vegetation species like Lantena spp and Prospis
juliflora, which called 'Gando Baval' in general language will be removed these species and
plant fruit trees in Jessore". The final testing in the forest will be conducted in next monsoon in
June or July and after necessary process, the project will be handed over to the forest
department.

Following positive results of a pilot project taken up for sloth bears in Banaskantha district by
state forest department in coordination with the Gujarat Ecology Commission (GEC), the
government has now taken up the new initiative.

As the population of sloth bears has increased, attempts are underway to restore ecology of
the sanctuary. As a human being needs a good house, our wildlife is also entitled to have a good
habitat.

The project is estimated to cost around Rs 40 lakh, where GEC will be the guiding body to
Banaskantha forest division. Basically, GEC is trying to restore the eco-system in Jessore area
and have taken it up in some patches of Jessore wildlife sanctuary as a pilot project.

Gujarat Ecology Commission in association with the forest department will take a project to
restore Avala Kampa area in Jessore wildlife sanctuary to provide a good habitat to sloth bears.

Too many laws spoil the environment: Panel
(TNN | Jun 10, 2015, 06.57 AM IST)

GANDHINAGAR: A high-level committee, headed by former cabinet secretary T S R
Subramanian to review the various environment laws, has observed that they are not actually
serving the purpose in the changed environment and that they need more teeth to be effective.
The committee has said that there is a big need to simplify the laws, which affects the
development in the name of environment.
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The six laws are Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980; Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972; the Water (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Act, 1974; the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981;
and the Indian Forests Act, 1927. These laws are administered by the Union
ministry of environment, forest, and climate change (MoEFCC).
Instead of different laws which have several contradictory provisions and
multiple layers of authorities which work in isolation, the committee has
proposed only one uniform law which suits the present-day needs as well as
help the authorities in faster and better governance and also removes redtapism.
The committee has made a total of 55 recommendations for better protection
and conservation of the forest and environment in the country.
CNG-run vehicles emit dangerous nano-carbon, CSIR study finds
(PTI | Aug 6, 2015, 06.36 PM IST)
AHMEDABAD: The compressed natural gas (CNG)-run buses are harmful for
humans as they emit "nanocarbon" particles which can cause cancer, according
to a study conducted by Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).
Though

the

conducted

study
on
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limited

sample

Delhi,

CSIR

was
very

size

took

in
the

findings seriously owing to
the health hazard it poses
to humans and alerted the
central

government

for

further follow up, CSIR's
director general said the study can change the perception that natural gas is a
clean fuel as it does not emit any visible smoke, which is in contrast to smoke
emitted by diesel-run vehicles and perceived as harmful for humans.
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GPS-aided cameras to keep track of Gir lions
(TNN | Aug 14, 2015, 03.30 AM IST)

AHMEDABAD: The state forest department is getting ready to install GPS-aided
'camera traps' — a network of remotely operated system with motion and
infrared sensors — in the Gir sanctuary. This will allow paperless monitoring of
wildlife, especially lions, and for conducting habitat studies.
A senior forest department officer said the department plans to install around
250 cameras. The entire network is expected to be ready for use by October
this year.
The cameras will be installed in every 4 sq km area of the sanctuary and in
places where visibility is very poor. The Wildlife Institute of India (WII) and the
Gujarat forest department, assisted by the Zoological Society of London (ZSL),
will use software to track the movement of not only the lions and other animals
but also beat guards.
The ZSL will give £1 lakh
(around Rs 1 crore) to the
state government for setting
up the new monitoring system.
Funds for this will also come
from the state government
and the Centre, said an official.
The ZSL and the forest department had signed a memorandum of understanding
for protecting the Asiatic lion and its habitat. In 2014, the ZSL had launched
'Lions400' campaign to raise funds for saving the Asiatic lion.
Head of WII's animal ecology and conservation biology division, said that earlier a
Gir lion was given as gift to the ZSL for its zoo. In return, the ZSL raised funds and
decided to support the move to install GPS-aided camera traps in Gir.
Head of WII's animal ecology and conservation biology division said the advantage
of these traps is that they can record accurate data and help the forest department
keep watch on poaching and illegal activities, besides ensuring that forest beat
guards visit their designated zones. These cameras will be camouflaged and will
not disturb even birds. He said the battery in each camera will have to be replaced
every 15 days.
Head of WII's animal ecology and conservation biology division said the new
system will help beat guards record any illegal activity in real time and upload it to
the server for officials to take necessary action immediately.
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7 km eco-sensitive zone around Shoolpaneshwar notified
(TNN | Aug 20, 2015, 08.26 PM IST)
AHMEDABAD: The Union Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) has earmarked areas within a 7-km radius of the boundary
of Shoolpaneshwar wildlife sanctuary in Narmada district as an "eco-sensitive
zone" under the Environment Protection Act. A draft notification in this regard
was issued by the ministry earlier this month. The Shoolpaneshwar Wildlife
Sanctuary is spread over 607sq km.
The notification, however, excludes a 'portion on the eastern side of the
sanctuary which shares a boundary with Maharashtra'.
There will be restrictions on setting up industries, especially polluting units, as
well as converting agricultural land to non-agricultural land around the ecosensitive zone, according to the notification. Use of tribal land for commercial
activities, including mining, will not be permitted.
The sanctuary is home to species like sloth bear, wild boars, leopards and
numerous other species. The sanctuary, according to the state forest
department, is a corridor for the movement of sloth bears in the eastern part of
the state.
Forest department officials said a seven-member monitoring committee will
be responsible for enforcing the guidelines pertaining to the eco-sensitive
zone and file complaints in case of violations. The committee, to be headed by
the district collector, will have four members from MoEF&CC and three
members decided by the state government.
The committee will not be empowered to give environmental clearances.
"If any activity requires prior permission or environmental clearance, such
activity should be referred to the Ministry of Environment, Forests, and
Climate Change," the notification states.
It further stipulates that the chairman, member secretary of the committee,
deputy conservator of forests shall be empowered to file complaints under the
Environment Protection Act against violators of the notification.
The committee, apart from holding regular meetings, will also have to submit
a report regarding the action taken at the end of each financial year.
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The notification directs the state government to prepare a 'zonal master plan' for the ecosensitive zone of Shoolpaneshwar sanctuary in consultation with local people within two years
from the date of publication of the final notification.

The master plan has to be prepared in consultation with environment, forest, urban
development, tourism, municipal, revenue, state pollution control board, irrigation and public
works departments for integrating environmental and ecological considerations in it.

The committee shall ensure no construction activity hinders the natural flow of water to the
sanctuary.

Species:
The sanctuary has 267 vertebrate species including 17 species of fishes, 19 amphibian
species, 16 species of reptiles, 194 species of birds and 21 species of mammals. The
invertebrates include insects of 212 species. Sloth bears, leopards and rusty spotted cats,
and barking deer are found here among other species.

Drone used for plantation on the banks of Vishwamitri River
(TNN | Aug 30, 2015, 04.48 PM IST)

VADODARA: A new technology for plantation was recently used as part of the 'Vaho
Vishwamitri Abhiyan'.
During a programme, drone was used for spraying seed balls by a young team to carry out
tree plantation on the banks of river Vishwamitri.
'Vaho Vishwamitri Abhiyan' - the call to revive Vishwamitri River - is an effort to bring life
back to the ancient Vishwamitri river that passes through the heart of Vadodara.
The campaign aims to start a grassroots movement for reviving the Vishwamitri River and
its watershed from Pavagadh to Gulf of
Khambhat including villages, towns and
Vadodara city.
“A scientific bio-shield is proposed on both the
banks of the river with nearly 90 lakh shrubs and
trees. Team is working on development and
application of seed ball technology to support such plantation. But the new challenge was to
use drone for seed balls spraying."

6

Gujarat wakes up to green building concept
(TNN | Sep 29, 2015, 03.36 PM IST)

AHMEDABAD: Green seems to be the new mantra for developers in Gujarat, especially in
Ahmedabad. As many as 150 buildings across the state are in the process of getting green
building certification and around 27 buildings have already received it from Indian Green
Building Council (IGBC), a part of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).
A green building is one which uses less water, saves on energy consumption, conserves natural
resources, generates less waste and provides healthier spaces for occupants than a
conventional building.
"Of 150, Ahmedabad has nearly 70-80 green buildings at various stages of certification. These
include residential, commercial complexes and offices. With awareness of the concept, the
number is going to increase in the days to come," said chairman of the Ahmedabad chapter of
IGBC.
From one building with 20,000 sqft in 2001, India today has 3,247 green buildings covering
3.11 billion sq ft. Of this, one fifth green area is in Gujarat.
In order to advance the green buildings movement, IGBC is all set to host Green Building
Congress 2015 at Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar. The 13th edition of this international
conference and exhibition will be held from November 19 to 21.
"Presentations and discussions at Green Building Congress 2015 will focus on how to take
forward the national agenda of 'Green, Smart and Healthy Cities'. The event will also have
discussions on how to tap emerging growth opportunities," said the Chairman of IGBC.

Gujarat to prepare plan to handle possible oil spills
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA/Ahmadabad, Dec 14,2015)

In view of the possibility of oil spill in the sea near Gujarat coast due to heavy traffic of ships,
the State Forest and Environment department has decided to prepare a risk mitigation and
response plan to save the fragile eco-system and underwater habitat of marine species.
According to officials, a high-level committee will be formed to study the risk potential of oil
spill, which can be a major ecological disaster for marine life, and come up with a
comprehensive plan suggesting ways to avoid such disasters.
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Ahmedabad ranks among India's most polluted cities
(TNN | Dec 15, 2015, 10.33 AM IST)

AHMEDABAD: The Indian Air Quality Index (AQI) launched earlier this year puts Ahmedabad
right among the top five most polluted cities, frequently giving it 'Very Poor' and 'Severe'
ratings. The scenario has not changed much for the city, ranked 9th among the most polluted
cities

in

the

world

in

WHO's

2014

report

on

ambient

air

pollution.

While experts cite vehicular and industrial pollution as the reason for the phenomenon, the
experts opine that there is lack of an action plan or even a proper monitoring system to tackle
air pollution. City-based Centre for Environment Education (CEE) released the findings and
recommendations of 'Aero-spectrum 2015' - organized on December 9 - on Monday. The event
was organized jointly by CEE, NEERI and Gujarat Pollution Control Board (GPCB).
The experts discussed that, if the problem not taken seriously, even drastic measures such as
the recent odd-even numbered vehicle policy of Delhi will not be able to improve the situation.
A study puts the number of deaths due to air pollution in India at 6.7 lakh annually. We thus
decided to put together stakeholders from industry, government and non-government
agencies and academics on the same platform for discussion.
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According to the presentation by former member secretary of Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), the AQI primarily identified PM10 and PM2.5 (Particulate Matter of the size of 10 and
2.5 micrometres respectively) along with NOx (mono-nitrogen oxides), CO (carbon monoxide),
O3 (ozone), PAH (polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon) among others as the core problems.
Ahmadabad specifically has high PM2.5 and O3 levels, which have severe health implications
such as toxicity, allergic effects, bacterial or fungal infection and fibrosis.

Slow death by Diesel

(TNN | Dec 20, 2015, 10.35 AM IST)

The general preference for diesel vehicles is turning the air in Gujarat's cities toxic. In Gujarat
today, around 1.21 crore vehicles, including two-wheelers, guzzle 18 crore litres of petrol a
month. In stark contrast, just 24.06 lakh diesel vehicles burn a whopping 50 crore litres of the
fuel which is almost three times the amount of petrol used! The exhaust of cars, buses and
trucks using diesel obtain fine particles that stay suspended in the air for a long period of time.
These particulate matters enter our lungs with the air we breathe. The smaller the particle the
more dangerous it is.
The respirable particulate matter-they
are

from

the

respirable

particulate

matter-they are from 10 microns to 2.5
microns in size (PM10 to PM2.5) cause
cancer and heart disease. Particulate
matter of PM2.5 size can enter our blood streams and travel to other parts of the body affecting
their functioning adversely.
Ahmadabad, which uses almost 2.5 crore litres of diesel a month -the highest in the state --was
rated by the World Health Organisation (WHO) as the 10th most polluted city in the world with a
PM 2.5-level exceeding 100 microgram per cubic metre. The permissible limit for PM2.5 is just
60 micrograms per cubic meter.
The Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC) of the Union Ministry of Petroleum And Natural
Gas had claimed in 2013 that even the latest Bharat Stage (BS) IV compliant diesel cars emit 25
gm of PM 2.5 particulates for every 1,000 km they travel. This is seven times more PM 2.5
emission than cars using petrol.
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Further, diesel cars emit thrice the amount of nitrogen oxides than petrol driven vehicles. One
can imagine what damage the 3.07 lakh diesel vehicles on Ahmadabad roads must have done
to the purity of the city's air! On December 14, Ahmadabad's Maninagar area recorded PM 2.5
levels of 184 microgram per cubic meter during peak hours. This is not only almost three times
the permitted limit but even higher than Beijing. The Chinese capital had recorded a PM2.5
concentration of 139.microgramm³ on December 10. In the case of PM10-the particulate
matter that causes diseases in the upper respiratory tract--Surat and Vadodara have exceeded
the permitted limit. It is alarming that Rajkot has not been measuring ambient air pollution
since April this year! One may ask why diesel vehicles, particularly buses and trucks, don't
switch to CNG when both fuels cost almost the same. (In Ahmedabad, diesel is priced at Rs
49.48 a litre while a kilo of CNG costs Rs 46.75.) Sources in the urban development department
said the reason CNG buses are not preferred is they have higher operation and maintenance
cost.
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