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What’s Charotar Crocodile Count?
One of the main objectives of the VNC’s Project ‘Conservation of Crocodiles in Charotar ’ is to create awareness among the communities, both at local and state
level, for the conservation of crocodiles in Charotar region. As a result “Charotar Crocodile Count” was born.
This is a Citizen science based initiative, designed to
involve people from various walks of life to come together for the conservation of this species.
This voluntary based initiative while helping us to gain
a better understanding of crocodile’s status and distribution across the region also provide an opportunity to
city dwellers an onsite experience of observing crocodiles and contribute to science and conservation.
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In December 2013, VNC conducted its first volunteer
based crocodile count in Charotar and enlisted volunteers across the state to monitor crocodiles. This program is first of its kind in Gujarat and it has generated a
very useful data contributing significantly towards understanding mugger’s status and distribution in Charotar region.

Where is Charotar?
In Gujarati, the word “Charo” or Charu”
means a pot full of gold. This region was
supposedly coined its name because of the
agricultural fertility of the area. Charotar consists of parts two districts namely
Anand and Kheda. It is located between
the two major rivers; Sabarmati on the
western side and Mahisagar rivers on the
eastern in central Gujarat.
Villages Surveyed
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Because of the unique mixture of landscape feature, this region harbors varieties of birds. This region also hosts the
highest densities of sarus crane (Grus antigone) in the state. Although Charotar
region do not have forested areas, it has
highest density of urban trees in the state,
and is considered green bowl of Gujarat.

Why Charotar is Important?
Studies conducted so far reveal that the wetlands of Charotar
host a very significant population of mugger crocodiles. What
is intriguing is that this mugger population exists amongst
the humans, and vice versa, without much conflicts, setting
a fine example of what we know as” co-existence”.
Large areas in this region are irrigated by Mahi Irrigation
Project, and therefore most of the water bodies are interlinked
by an intensive irrigation canal network. This extensive network of canal acts as travelling routes for the dispersing crocodiles, and thus favors genetic exchange.
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These wetlands serve as the lifeline for agriculture in and
around the landscape.

Why Count Crocs in Charotar?
This event is not just an adventure walk to count muggers
but has a bigger goal of creating awareness and gathering
public support for the conservation of this prehistoric species outside protected area in Charotar.
We expect to draw attention of national and global conservation community towards this place which represents a
unique example of co-existence between humans and crocodiles.
Also, the event was to gain insight of the region and to learn
from the villagers, how they coexist with crocodiles.

“If you can count it, you can manage it”. Counting wildlife
regularly allows us to compare data between years that can
help with the early detection of problems. The information
gathered guides the management initiatives and enables
the authorities to make informed responses to development
activities. Even if it is an estimate, as long as it is done the
same way each time, you can build up a picture or trend of
what is happening to that species.
So to help conserve this majestic species, we should know
how much and where they are?
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This event represents the commitment by nature lovers to
contribute towards the conservation of mugger crocodiles in
a human dominated landscape.

How Did You Count?
VNC used an approach called “Citizen Science” to count
the crocodiles in Charotar. Citizen Scienceis an exciting,
multifaceted way to bring people from all walks of life together for research and conservation. It is where the public
volunteers time to assist scientists in their research. In other word, citizens become citizentists (citizen+scientists).
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For counting crocodiles, a team of 2-10
volunteer, depending on the size of the
aquatic body to be surveyed, is allocated to various villages. All volunteers
count the crocodiles in their assigned
places on the same day and between
the same time periods (10:00 to 14:00
hours). Data on habitat quality and other threts is also collcted.

Charotar Crocodile Count-2016
65 Participants

2 Days

24 Villages

Soham Mukherjee, a herpetologist shared his experiences
of training crocodiles through
operant conditioning to understand their intelligence at Madras Crocodile Bank Trust and
studying Gharials in Chambal.

Dr. Raju Vyas, a well-known herpetologist of
India, and has been studying the crocodiles in
Gujarat for more than two decades. He, while
teaching why and how to monitor crocodiles,
shared his experiences of studying crocodiles
in Vadodara, where notable crocodile attacks
have been reported.
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WAY FORWARD

This survey isn’t conclusive. An intensive and long term monitoring is necessary to come to some conclusion. So what’s needed
next? Clearly, we need information from long term systematic field surveys. Right now, we all need to work together to keep this
species surviving in these areas. Spreading awareness to keep this animal safe would be the important step for the conservation of
this species. Also, we need to reach out to newer communities of people to participate in this initiative so that they too experience
the beauty of this prehistoric species and help in its conservation.
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Charotar Crocodile Count-2016
A Glimpse...
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Thank you so much to everyone involved . We are indebted to you for your unfailing help in making this event a grand success.
We couldn’t have done this without you.
Please send your cooments, questions or suggestions to VNC’s Crocodile Reserch & Conservation Team at info@vncindia.org or call +91-9898142170
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