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INTRODUCTION

Gujarat Ecology Commissio(GEC)s an institution established in 1992 by the Forest &
Environment Department, Government of Gujarat to address tieed of present day
covering all aspects oénvironment and ecology conservatiorad improved ecological

management.

The main role of the Commissiois to act as an umbrella organisation in éfield of
environment anddesignthe suitable solution to restore the degraded ecosystem in the
State of Gujarat. It also designs thgrojects, implements itas well assupervise their
execution, monitoring and evaluation. It works in areas associated with direct action in

ecological and environmental protection.

GEC hasalso beenappointed as the Nodal agency, for the Integrated Coastal Zone
Management (ICZM) Projecténg implemented in Gujarat, with funding from the World
Bank. As the State Project Management Unit (SPMU) it has been assigned the privilege to
plan and implement pilot approaches in the Gulf of Kachchh under the ICZM Project

Gujaratin coordination wittsix different agencies

GEC is a platform for providing information and otherutgowhich are needed to develop
policy and provide the right approach for ecological conservation and sustainable
development. At the same time, it undertakes on its own @nccollaboration with other
agencies, initiatives for the protection of ecosystems under threat and restoration of
ecologically degraded zones. This is done through trial and demonstrative projects, which
establish benchmarks for future replication.

GEC'sapproach is to integrate environmental concerns with regular economic actjvity
even to the extent of relating conservation dfiological diversity with the livelihood
prospectsof the present generationin addition to the concerns for future generations.



OUR OBJECTIVES

A To plan and workior restoration of ecologically degraded areas farotect the
ecological health ofhe State ofGujarat systematically and holistically.

™

To arouse a collective ecological consciousness among the peoplugdrat

T

To undertake on its own or with the support of other agencies, rehabilitation or

restoration of disturbed ecosystems of the State with special emphasis on

degraded lands (wastelands) including ravines (Kotars), mangroves, water bodies,

river sysems and degraded forests.

A To create institutions and organisations necessary for achieving the objectives of
GEC.
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0 Accreditations of various NGOs eligible to receive funding for activities aimed
at ecological uggradation of degraded ecosystems (wastelands, mangroves,
degraded forests, water bodies, river systems, etc.) and

0 Allocation of funds to various government agencies for programmes of
ecological restoration including project implementation, research or
extersion.

o Develop linkages with organisations working in various sectors to design and
implement environment projects.



THE APPROACH
WE ADOPTED

The Commission views sustainable developmenéan ongoing cumulative process
rather than an end product.

Therefore, it implements action oriented projects for environment management
and development; wherein links are established with different Government
departments, scientists, experts in various diplines, voluntary agencies and
industries to work together.

GEC forges partnerships with the best of academia for its projects through
assignments and internships.

Expert faculties and studentsom academiaare involved to bring innovativeness in
project implementation.

Many institutions of repute like IRMA, MICRDPU, CEP&nd TISS have been
constantpartners of GEC.



OURWORKING AREAS
AND STRENGTH

1 WORKING AREAS

GEC works in areas associated with ecological andironmentalsignificance
It designsenvironmentalprojects and is involved in their execution, monitoring and
evaluation.

1 It has also emerged as a platform for providing information and other inputs, which
are needed to develop a policy and approach fecological conservation and
sustainable development.

1 CEC undertakes projects in collaboration w@overnment and NofGovernment
agencies, for protection of ecosystems under threat and restoration of ecologically
degraded zones. These projects establisrericthmarks as models for future
replication.

1 GEC works to raise ecological awareness and conservation among the community.

1 STRENGTH OF GEC

1 The Commission is being advised by the members of the Commission. The
Commission is chaired by the Mr. H K DadAS, Add. Chief Secretary, Forest &
Environment, Government of GujaratQher members are Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest & HoFBr. PiyushKumar Snha, Professor, [IM, Ahmedabad
and the Member Secretary, GEC.

1 Theexecutive head of th€ommission idMember Secretary.Dr. A K Verma, IFS, is
the Member Secretary of the Commission.

1 To assist Member Secretary, anultidisciplinary team of professionals including
foresters, manager, ecologists, environment engineers, So&00NOMIStS,
envirmmment planners, communication professionals and computer specialists.

T (&%$%R L@ NQ RSQDMFSG HR HSR @AHKHSX
professional resources; local, national and international whenever required.

It has worked with renowned ititutions of the State and Country.

GEC dopts a scientific approach in data collection and analysis.

GEC povides ample opportunities of internships to deserving students from various
institutes of national repute.

1 GEChas awell equipped conference hallith LCD projector, well maintained MIS
system, computes and laptop facilities foall the executives.
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CONTRACTUAL TECHNICAL PERS®MNO JOINED GEC IN THE YEAR 2013

THROUGH ICZMP

Sr. No.

Name of Employees

Designation
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Mr. Swomya Prakash

Ms. Bhumika Vaghela
Mr. P. G. Dave
Ms. Sangamitra Mehta
Mr. Naveed Dadan
Mr. Haresh Dadukiya
Mr. Kamlesh Parmar
Mr. Kanji Ram
Mr. Babu Chandera
Mr. Arun Chandera
Ms. Avani Rushi

SocialScientist

Project Assistant
Account Manager
Capacity Building Expert
Consultant

Community Mobilizer
Community Mobilizer
Community Mobilizer
Community Mobilizer
Community Mobilizer
Project Ceordinator

CONTRACTUAITECHNICAL PERSOWHO LEFT GEC IN THE YEAR 2013

Sr. No.

Name of Employees

Designation

1
2

© 00 N o o b~

11
12
13

Ms. Kajal Jaiswal

Ms. SangamitraMehta
Mr. Manish Dohare

Dr. Shailesh Dodia

Dr. Vibha Patel
Ms. Avani Rushi
Mr. Jignesh Parmar
Mr. Mukesh Helaiya
Mr. Amrut Rawal
Mr. Jagdish Gohil
Ms. Neelam Patel
Mr. Anand Nandaniya
Ms. Varsha Parmar

Procurement Officer
Capacity Building Expert

Manager (Projects)

Project Manager (ICZMP)

Project Ceordinator
Project Ceordinator
Community Mobilizer
Community Mobilizer
Community Mobilizer
Community Mobilizer
Community Mobilizer
Community Mobilizer
Project Ceordinator
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The 44" meeting of Gujarat Ecology Commissi¢&EC)was held in New Sachivalaya,

Gandhinagar on 18 October 2012. The meeting was attendedy following board

members:

1.

NS o kol

Shri H.K. Dash, IAS, Chairman, GEC

Shri Pradeep Khanna, IFS, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
Dr. A.K. Verma, IFS, Member Secretary, GEC

Shri C.H. Pandya, IFS, Director, GEC

Dr. P.KSinha, IMAhmedabad

Shri N.K. Patel, Deputy Secretamnvironment

Shri Nischal Joshi, Sr. Manager (Projects), GEC

Dr. A.K. Verma IFS, Member Secretary, GEpprised the members of the Commission

regarding the activities carried out by GEC including mangrove plantation under State

budget as well as through corporate funding; State of Environment (SoE) Report;

Empanelment of Environmental Experts; Green AhnedhCampaign in partnership with

the Times of India and an Open Forum to Initiate Discussion on Prioritization of

Environmental Issues of Ahmedabad city in partnership with Divya Bhaskar Gidwgp.

following is the content of discussion and suggestionstiot members regarding the
activities of the GEC:

T

Members were also informed about two new schemdsnvironment Action Fund
and Ecological Restoration Schem&hich got the approval by the Government for
the year 2012-13. According to the Chairman, NGOs ghid be asked to prepare
schemes for environmental ugradation which may be initiated on a pilot scale and
the outcome should be closely monitored.

One of the agendas discussed were details regarding the initiative of Clean the
Beach Campaign activity whiavas put forward to the Commission members.

The Member Secretary gave details regarding eday workshops arranged for the
higher secondary teachers who are teaching Biology, Chemistry and Physics to the
students of 11th and 12th standard in the StatéThe workshop was mainly focused

to sensitize teachers on environment and ecology.






ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION
&ACTION PROJECT

The State of Gujaratcomprises a variety of ecosystems rangingfrom its
coasts to the Rann agricultural to riverine. With rising environmental
concerns globally, Gujarat is no stranger to environmentahallenges. The
State faces various environmendl challenges such assalinity ingressionand
degradation of natural resourcesamong others

The size and nature othese environmental problem is such that they require
action at all leved by all stakeholders. Therefore a multi disciplinary
programme approachis to be adoptal to mitigate environment problems. In
this context, GEC proposed to createhe ENVIRONMENT ACTION PROJECT
(EAP).The GujaratGovernment accepted theproposaland approved Rs.100.0
lacs for the schemein 2012 -13.

GEC invited proposals through advertisemsentrom CBOs, Village Panchayat,
renowned institutions/NGOs etc todesign projects that aimed atmitigating
environmental challengesn and around their communitiesThese include:

91 Industrial pollution,

protection of coastal & marine environment,

wildlie and natural resources conservation,

conservation of biodiversity, prevention of pollution of water bodies,

prevention of salinity ingression,

= =/ =2 A A

Mitigation of erosion process etc.



A Review Committeeneaded by Dr. Sudarshan lyengaras set up to evaluate
the proposals received from various organizationsThe Committee has
following members:
1. Dr. Sudarshan lyengar, Vie€hancellor, Gujarat Vidyapith
Chairman
2. Dr. Piyush Kumar Sinha, Professor, i#AMhmedabad Member
3. Mr. N.K. Patel, Depty Secretary, Environment Dept., Govt. Of
Gujarat
4. Director, Gujarat Ecology Commission, Gandhinagar
5. Mr. Nischal Joshi, Senior Manager (Projects), GEC

The projects were awarded based on scrutiny, evaluation and
recommendations of the committee. & many proposals were notffound fit,
limited EAF weredisbursedthrough three NGOs from GECIt was decided to
call further proposals as well as do a workshopf NGOs forinviting action
oriented proposak. The Committee also decided size of funding basen the
seriousness of the problems. Glimpse dfii¢ awarded projects are

10



|.) Sabarmati Ravine Reclamation Project:

GEC is implementinghe Sabarmati Ravine Reclamation Project in association
with the Samarth Organization Trust, Vijapur, The project is idge
implementing at Aglod Village of VijapBlock of Mehsana district. GEC is
supporting on the financial as well as technical aspects. Total tenure of the
project isone year. One of the main objectives of this project is to reclaim the
ravine area throwgh adopting scientific approeh by involving local community.
166 ha. of area has been proposed under the project. Out of proposed area,
total 135 ha. area has been treated which covered total 136 beneficiaries and
families covering about 600 population ofillage.

Proposed Methodology

Collection of baselinenformation through adopting PRA and other tools
Community mobilization, raro plan preparation and implementatiomno
combat soil erosion and to restore the Ravine Ecosystem
1 Soil and Water Conservatioractivities like field bunding, land levelling,
terracing, gully control measures, drainage stabilization treatment, etc.
1 Increase of vegetation @ver on earthen bund as well as in the private
land

Outcome of the Project

Reduced soil erosion due to loss of top soil in 160 ha. area
Top surface of agro farm will be maintained which will lead to increase in
more agro-biodiversity and production.

1 Ravine area will be reclaimed and further erosion of farm will be
prevented.

1 Cog effective ecorestoration model.

11



I1.) Agro waste Bio-conversation into Bio-manure project:

GEC isfunding a project aimed at Agro Waste Management through Bio
conservation into Biemanure in 5 villages of Rajula Bck of Amrelidistrict in
association with theVivekanandaResearch & Training institute Bhavnagar
Agricultural productivity in the villages is continuously depletingany farmers
have lost the crops due to soil salinity.

The project aims to conserve, develop andanmess land and other natural
resources including rain waterfor improving and restoring ecological balance.
It also aims toincrease agriculture production, conserve soil moisturand
ensure sustainable livelihood for the small and marginal farmers by using
locally available agro wastelhe total cost of the projectis Rs.15.78 lac and
the tenure of the project is one yearTotal of 150 families covering about 500
individuals will be beefited through this project.

Proposed Methodology:

1 The conventional method of using whgested organic waste stream has
several demerits. Wed seeds in undigested organic waste add to loss
of soil nutrients and additional labour cost for weeding. In #&dxh, such
un-digested organic waste often carries plant pathogens, which add to
waste management cost.

1 All these problems ae alleviated when organic wasteare scientifically
processed and used as stabilized wahlatured BioManure.

1 When such a@gro wastes are scientifically processed with apppriate
culture and biological amendment. Thémprove soil productivity through
active biological intervention in soil.

Outcome of the Project:

1 Innovative low cost model for agrwaste management for consevation

of ecology and environment of the area.




[11) Sensitizing Village Community on Waste Management through
Vermi-Composting & Kitchen Gardening

This project ains to sensitiz village communies on waste management through vermi
composting andkitchen gardermg within the region in Mahuval@&k of Bhavnagar district.
The OQN | DigeStiveRis to improve waste management by recycling garbage into
compost manure for use in agriculture, to promote food security at village leteel
motivate the communityto grow kitchen gardensto establish kitchen gardens to improve
the health and nutritional status of the poor, to improve Environment Management and
create livelihood opportuniés for the local community. Total cost of the project Rs.
12.72 lac and tenure of the project is one yeafotal 30 kitchen gardens and 50 units of
vermicompost are proposed under the project. Out of the proposed target, 85% work is
completed and rest of the work is under progress. Total of 80 beneficiaries are covered
under the project.

Liguid and solid wastes generated through domestic use by villages were earlier
discharged to local water body leading to contamination of water and soil. Through this
initiative nowthe waste generated is being used in growing vegetabénd solid wastds
being converted into manure

Proposed Methodology:

Village community were trained for preparing vermmompost units along with
kitchen gardens Individual kitchen gardensan be grown in the small space
available in the backyard by using treated domestic waste water.

This will also empowethe community to manage natural resources order to
mitigate therelevantenvironmental problems through small funds.

Outcome of theProject:
1 Lowcost wastewater management model.

1 Managing solid and liquid waste for improvement of environment and ecology.

1 Livelihood improvement through environment conservation.

13



ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION
FOR DEGRADED ECOSYSTEMS

Ecological Restoration Scheme012 -13

GEC proposeé to implement a new scheme entitled "Ecological Restoration”
during the year 2012-13. Under this scheme various environmental issues

the State of Gujarat e.g. Desertdfation, Salinity Ingress, Over pumping of
ground water, regeneration & potection of flora & fauna, different kinds of
diseases, agriculture scurity etc. will beaddressedby establishingthe model
through implementation of schemeThe Sate of Gujarat, by virtueof its
geographical location is blessed with various types of ecosystems. Various
problems faced by these life support systems will be addressed through
creation of models. The models will be created in thléfferent "eco-regions”
which can be replicatedn the future.

Gujarat Ecology Commission invited proposals from the various Government
Departments/Gram Panchayat/NGOs etc. Proposal were evaluated at the
GEC level to award the projects. GEC awarded projects for restoring four major
and unique ecosystems and signed MoUgith concerned agenciesDetails of
the awarded projects are as follosu

14



) Ecorestoration plan for restoring Breeding ground of Great Indian
Bustard:

The project is being implemented by the Kachchh forests cirdle Bhanada
Village of Abdasa block of the district. GEC signed MoU with tlaehikkhh
Forest circle for the same. lie total cost of the project is Rs.121 lacs and
tenure of the project is 2 years. GEC is supporting in financial as well as
technical aspects for implementing the project.

The main objective of the project is to provide suitable conditions and
protection as well as restoringthe grassland ecosystem forthe Great Indian
Bustard.

[1.) Ecorestoration of unique eco-system of AmbaForests in Valsad district:

This project aims torestore the unique hill forests ecosystem through
adopting innovative and cost eftéive techniques for establishing model and

to enhance the livelihood of the local community through active participation in
conservation efforts for managing forestsn a sustainable manner GEChas

signeda MoU with the Valsad Forest division to take up the projechertotal
area of the project is 100 ha.and project’2R S N Sig€@Rs. & MaR &nd tenure
of the project is two years.




[11) Integrated Salinity Mitigation Initiative:

To evolve a sustaiable and people centric model for enhancing the water
harvesting and recharge capacities in the costal salinity ingress affected areas
and thereby enhancing the agrarian economy of the region, GEC has taken up
project in association with the Coastal Salini Prevention Cell at village
Ghagha of Jamnagar district. Ae total cost of the project is Rs.39 lac and the
tenure of this project is 2 years.

Total of 200 ha. area will be treated under this project effected by salinity. To
address this issue, activiti® like farm bunding and farm ponds preparaticare
proposed under this project. These efforts will help in achieving long term and
larger impact on salinity mitigation and help to improve agriculture practices in
the area. Out of 200 ha. area, 125 ha. are#s treated under this projectwhich
covered ptal of 135 beneficiaries.

IV.) Wetland Restoration Project at Lawarpur, District: Gandhinagar

Lavarpur is 8.4 km far fromthe State capitalGandhinagar. GEC has taken an
initiative towards the Wetland Restoraon through community participationn
this village GECis carrying out this project in association with the Lawarpur
Gram Panchayat. Totagéxpectedcost of the project is Rs.35 lac and tenure of
the project is 2 years.

As stated above, steps will be tak for establishingthe appropriate model &
its effectiveness for addressing environmental issues so that the Government
can take policy decision in this regard and the people of the t&te can
contribute in an eco friendly way in achieving sustainablealepment.

All the activities are being carried out through active participationtbe local
community.

16



PAINT YOUR THOUGHTESTATE LEVEL DRAWING COMPETITION ON WORLD
ENVIRONMENT DAY 2012

Paint your thoughts, the state level drawing competition was held at 10 different locations
on June 3, 2012. The competitions held simultaneously at 10 placedtnessed the
participation ofover 2000 childrenin two categoriesunder 18 years of age as well as 18
and above. Under the broad theme of Paint Your Thoughts, the participants were given
various topics as given below:

Topics for below 18 years Topics for 18 years & above
Save energy Eco friendly celebration of festival
Climate change Conserve the nature

My green world

Green economy

Fighting pollution

The creations were judged by eminent artists taking into consideratlmmtheme, clarity of

ideas, usage of techniques etc. Thdnners were awarded cash prizes by distinguished

guests. Six cash prizes were given in both the categories, Rs. 200fbr 1* prize, Rs.

1501/ - for 2™ prize and Rs. 1001/- for 3 prize. The cash prizes were sponsored by

(T @Q@S 1NKKTSHNM $NMSQNK #N@QCq " KK SGD 0Q@C
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The winners of drawing competition held at 10 different places are as follows:

Prize |

Location

Under 18 years

18 years & above

Tejendra P. Patel

Ritesh Yadav

Ahmedabad Neel R. Yadav Snehal Thakkar
Aayushi Thakkar Harshad Solanki
Guijarati Vatsal Alpeshbhai| Gandhi Namrata Kirabhai
: .| Keshavani JishanFatima
Bhavnagar Parmar Seha manishbhai Abbasali
Kukadiya karan Nileshbhail Rathod Radhika Pravinbhe
DAQ%'{S }I'(ﬁsg(\j/i Dipak Kumar Chavda
Junagadh Chha_ya Chauh_an Ketan Makwana
Twinkle Modi Harshad Chauhan
Drashti Bhensdadiya Vijay Kumar Bhagdev
Gandni Nakum Sweta Modi
Mao Kajal V Soni Kavita V
Jamnagar Khokhar Nidhi J Chauhan Anilbhai N
Daki Shivani B Rathod Natwarlal P
Nitesh Tank Ajay Mataniya
Rajkot Darshak Gadher Pintu Dodiya
Shyam Dataniya Mitesh Mulashiya
Naradharia Amit Pirabhai Gamit Rohit Harishbhai
Surat Prachi Paresh Morakhia Gamit Kailash Dinubhai

Karan Rajeshkumar Jariwalz

Patel Arjun Maganbhai

Kruti Bhavsar

Mitanshu Kansara

Gandhinagar

Shambhavi Jha

Hiren Parmar

Pratik Parmar

Megha Sheth

SamrudhiKhatri

Kartik Gurjar

Vadodara V. V. Chauhan Himon Mukheriji
Drushti Bhavsar Yashraj Sinh Dharmendra
Dhruv Kumar Kalarthi Jayantilal Savaliya
Ankleshwar Muskan Thakar Dilip Singh Chuvan
Monika Gupta Neelam Patel
Aditya Shrivastava SolankiPraful Kumar
Vapi Tanvi Sameer Agarwal Ankit Murarkar

WINIFPWINEFRP WINEFPWNEFRIWINEFRWNEFRIWINRFRPWWININRFRRFP W N (PN

Mahima M. Gala

Patel Mehul Satishbhai

The winning entries of drawing competition held at 10 locations were again adjudged by

eminent artists at state level.
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In one of its recent efforts to train teachers on sustainable development and ecological
conservation,Gujarat Ecology Commission conductead orientation training programme

for Higher Secondary School Teachers of Gujarat Secondary Education Board in 26
districts of Gujarat The training was scheduled from 23August 2012 to 16" October
2012. The main objective of the training was:

1. To help teachers who r@ sufficiently competent and skilled to offer instruction in
environmental education so that they will clearly contribute towards making
students environmentally literate.

2. To provide teachers with various innovative andw techniques to impart the
current environmental education through existing educational models.

3. To mobilize students to participate in preservation and conservation of environment
and to make them more responsible citizens of the society.

4. To spread awareness among students about various environment related courses
and institutes and encourage them to opt for nemonventional career optionsuch

as ecologist, social scientists, environmental engineers, etc.




In al] 1101 teachers belanging tothe science stream of both English and Gujarati medium
higher secondaryschools were trained. A total of 23 training programmes were
organized and each training programme was inaugurated by an eminent scholar in
Environment Science. Each training programme had five sessions of 45 mineges and
included a minimum oB0 and maximum of 80 teachers. Important topicsrelated to
ecosystem management and conservation wasovered to provide sufficienknowledge
andinformation to participantsTopics inthe training content included:

A Environment related subjects Thetraining coveredenvironmental issues at global,
national and state leels. Discussioncovered socieeconomic and cultural impacts
of these issues.

A Biodiversity: The subject covered different measures and initiatives taken by
various stakeholders by various Government, negovernment organizations at
global (IUCN, UNEP, GE, etc), national (IES, CERE, etc) &tate levels for
environmentalconservation

A Environmental Ethics The subject covered basics of environment ethics and
environmental status of Gujarat.

A Opportunities of Studies inthe Environmental Field The subject covered various
opportunities available ithe environmental field, also information about various
institutes imparting education in environmental science both at graduate and post
graduate levels.

Participatory methods like interactive leates, case study, group discussions, film shows,
LCD were used in all 23 trainings. Various charts and photograims the environment
were also displayed and used as tools for training. By and large all the sessions were
conducted as lecture discussions biesource persons.This initiative had trained more
1500 higher secondary science teachersThe initiative received very strong support from
Educational Department, Government of Gujarat.

ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION CAMPS

Environment Education Camps were organised by Gujarat Ecology Commission in
associationwith Banaskhantha Forest Division, BanaskhatDistrict with a budget of

10 lakh rupees for the college student# total of 10 camps with aound 50 students

with 10 teachers wele part of each camp lasting for 3 daysThe programme was held
from 10" March 2013 to 25 " March 2013.

20



CLEAN BEACH CAMPAIGN

GEC received Rs.37.50 lac under the State budg2012 -13 for establishing anew
initiativetowards awarenesscreation among the local stakeholdersen the importance of
beach cleanliness.The Forests & Environment Department, Government of Gujarat and
Gujarat Ecology Commission have takeerasuresto reduce ecological and anthropogenic
threats to coastal environmentWlean theBeach Campaigrizomprises ofvariousaction
oriented programmes and awareness activities likea cleanliness drive, displaying
hoardings over the beaches with effective messages, dmition of leaflets etc by involving
visitors/tourists, NGOs, ecelubs, schools, colleges and local civic authorities. Motive of
the campaign is to instill a sense of keeping the beaches clean. A detailed reywoned

y $ N@R S KHMDx giMes a ljollsic @&n@8f 20 beaches of Gujarat. Itncludes
information regarding administrative details, history, social angle and livelihood activities,
presence of flora and fauna, its potential to become a notable tourist destination,
anthropogenic and natural threa, responses, recommended management practices and
key output of the consultation. Based on the report, GEC selected 6 major beaches for
conductingBeach Cleaningampaign.

The frst campaignwas launched on 16th September, 2012 byhe then Minister, Foress

& Environment Department, ShMangu Bhai Patein TithalValsad. Forest & Environment
Minister, Government of Gujarat, Shri. Govind Bhai Patel launched the campaign
Kachchh on 29" March, 2012. Minister of Water Resources, Agriculture, livestock,
Fisheries, Government of Gujarat, SBabubhai Bokéariya launched the campaign at
Porbandar on 30" March, 2012. GECQundertookall the campaigns in association with local
partners: Kachch Forest Circle, M.DScience College, Porbandar and Mahila Vikas Trust

for ensuringthe involvement of local stakeholders.




FM RADIO CAMPAIGN ON WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 2012

Radio is one of the medium of communication, which has abundaténers Therefore,
campaign has been initiated through various FM channels to spread the message about
environment conservation. The campaigvas on air from June 3, 2012 and concludgon
June 13, 2012. The main focus ofhe radio campaign has been to encourageeople to
take stepsto save the environment. The radio spots have messages tbe Principal
Secretary, Forests & Environment Department and Member Secretary, Gujarat Ecology
Commission. Approximately 10 spots are aired daily through six FM channels and ha
covered four major cities of Gujarat like Ahmedabad, Rajkot, Vadodara and Surat.
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began with a seminar on June 5, 2012.GD RDLHM@Q V@R NM SGD SGI
DMUHQNMLDMSY V@R GDKC @S " GLDC@A@C . @QM@F DL DN
200 people. The seminar was inaugurated by Dr. S. K. Nanda, IAS, Principal Secretary,
Forests & Environment Department, Governmeat Gujarat.In his inaugural speeclDr.
Nandamentioned about the need for all to be self initiators in order to make judicial use of
available natural resources. The lectures delivered by the guest speakers such as; Dr. Vijay
Srivastava, Associate Profssr, PDPU, Gandhinagar; Dr. R. Parthasarathy, Professor,

CEPT University, Ahmedabad and Dr. C. P. Geevan, CESC, Ahmedabad were well received

by the audience.

The seminar focussed on topicsuch as theoil spill: a threat to the coastal environment,

climate change & coastal management with special reference to the communities and
perspectives on coastal ecosystem conservation. The seminar was also attended by senior
officials of Forests & Environment Department. One of the main attractions of the seminar

was free distribution of saplings. Over 400 saplings were taken by people who had
gathered. The seminar marked beginning of a month long campaign activities like skits in

schools, awareness activities at traffic junctions, plantation drive etc.







COASTAL RESOURCES
CONSERVATION & MANAGEVIENT

INITIATION OF CORAL TRANSPLANTATION IN GULF OF KACHCHH BY ZOOLOGICAL
SURVEY OF INDIA (ZSl) AND MARINE NATION2ARK (MNP)

The proposal of Zoological Survey of India (ZSl) for Coral Transplantation in Gulf of Kachchh
was approved by SPMU and World Bank. In this regaadvioU was signed between ZSI

and Marine National Park (MNP) on*IMay 2012. As a part of initiation of the activity,
experts from ZSI visited Mithapur, Laku point at Poshitra, Bhadu and Dholiyo Island from
June 30 to July 4, 2012.

IDENTIFICATION OF SEAWEEDS SAMPLES COLLECTED FROM GULF OF KACHCHH
A study was cariied out for study of saweed diversity along the Islands of GulKathchh
Gujarat under ICZM Projedi acquire baselinedata. Under this projectteam has visited

six Islands of Gulf é€achchhcomes under Marine National Park and Sanctuary. The field
visit was carried out from 8" March to 16" March 2012. During field visitGECprepared
about 70 herbaria and added few more species of seaweeds in previous tigking it a
total of 75 speciesincludingtwo new species ofCodiumiGreen algae) and on®jgenea
simplexred algee in the current list.
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